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this young ruffian. He was condemned to thirty-two years*
penal servitude. When he had served ten years, however,
another monster petition was forwarded to the Governor,
and as an act of grace he was released.

Johnnie Gilbert, * the boy bushranger' with whom he had
been associated in the old days, had joined a gang led by
another famous rogue named Ben Hall, and their crimes
were so numerous and so audacious that the police vowed
vengeance on them if they were ever tracked down.

In October of 1863 Johnnie Gilbert's gang, after some
bold robberies at Bathurst, made their escape on stolen
racers, and were next heard of at the little town of Cano-
windra. Shortly after midnight Mr. Robinson, of Robinson's
Hotel, was awakened by a banging at his door, and upon
putting his head out of the window and asking * Who's
that ?' he was told to come down and open the door to 'the
police.' As soon as he obeyed the command, unsuspicious
of danger, he was greeted with a shout of ' Bail up!' The
man surrendered, and the bushrangers, marching in, ordered
the family, servants, and lodgers out of bed, and made them all
assemble in the dining-room. The robbers were in excellent
good-humour, however, and promised to do no harm if every-
body ' played fair.' They ordered refreshments, which they
paid for 'on the nail,' and handed drinks all round. When
morning came they left a guard at the dining-room door with
instructions to shoot anybody who tried to escape, and posted
themselves on the verandah and in the bar to await any
townsfolk or travellers who might come to the hotel.

No less than fourteen bullock-drivers were captured as
they came in and thrust into the dining-room with the other
prisoners. Then three horsemen who came riding up were
'bailed up' in the same quiet way and marched off to the
place of imprisonment, which was now getting very crowded.
The next act of the bushrangers was to capture the solitary
policeman stationed in the little town, and, with a rough
sense of humour, they made him do ' sentry-goJ outside the
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